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PRESS RELEASE

Anniversary of the Eberspaecher Group: 160 Years of

Innovation

Esslingen (Germany), 9 July, 2025 — Automotive supplier Eberspaecher has been
successfully in business for 160 years. Shaping change and impressing customers
with technological innovations —this is what still characterizes the Group of
Companies today. What began in 1865 as a small tinsmith business in the founder's
home is today a global partner to the automotive industry. With around

10,700 employees, the family-owned company operates at around 80 sites in over

30 countries.

From start-up idea to technology leader: Eberspaecher has been shaping technological
change for 160 years. In its early days, the Esslingen-based company supported
industrialization in particular with its putty-free window glazing. In the 1930s, mufflers and
heaters for the growing automotive industry and, in the 1980s, catalytic converters for
environmentally friendly engines came to the fore. Over the past two decades, the product
portfolio has grown continuously — with solutions for automotive electronics and thermal
management in vehicles of all drive types. As electrification and digitalization continue to
advance, there is a growing demand for skills in areas such as battery management
systems and autonomous driving technologies. "We had a good feel for promising
developments and always actively shaped change," says Managing Partner Martin Peters,
looking back. Martin Peters continues: "As a reliable partner to the automotive industry,
we impress our customers by continuously developing the highest quality innovations. We
have remained true to ourselves over the generations. We have been running our family

business responsibly for 160 years. This anniversary fills us with pride."
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Wilhelminian style: from watering cans to putty-free glazing

The success story begins on July 9, 1865, in Webergasse in Esslingen. Jakob
Eberspaecher sets up a small tinsmith's workshop in the basement of his home. The 25-
year-old initially manufactured everyday products for private individuals, such as watering
cans, hot water bottles and gutters. He soon expanded his business to include
companies. The master tinsmith produced sheet metal coils for spinning mills, for
example, because it was a time of economic upswing in which mechanical engineering

and the textile industry in Baden-Wurttemberg were growing strongly.

At the same time, he was working on finding a solution to a problem faced by warehouses
at the time: Their shed roofs often leaked. His solution came in 1886: To install the panes
on metal bars and glaze them without putty. It turned out to be a very successful business
model that enabled Eberspaecher to grow rapidly. In 1900 the first factory was built on
Zwerchstral3e in Oberesslingen. 14 years later, the company's main plant, which had its
own railway connection, was built on 3,500 square meters near the Oberesslingen railway
station. At that time, the company was already producing its pioneering putty-free
products for glass construction for airship hangars and railroad stations outside Germany.

The first branch abroad was founded in Austria in 1913.

New business area: the automotive industry

In the decades that followed, the company repeatedly demonstrated its openness to
change as well as its innovative strength. At the beginning of the 1930s, orders dried up
during the global economic crisis. The production of glass roofs resulted in valuable
industry contacts and the generation of novel product concepts. Sheet metal was
processed into mufflers and the development of the first vehicle heaters began. Paul and
Adolf Eberspaecher, the second generation of owners, quickly brought in experts from the
young automotive industry, invested in production equipment and benefited from a
flourishing new industry. During the Second World War, Eberspaecher manufactured
aircraft engine parts. From the 1950s onwards, as economic growth continued, the
Esslingen-based company manufactured products for two segments within the automotive
industry: The first segment was the production of pre-heaters, which provided new-found
comfort in vehicles. The second up-and-coming segment involved the development of
muffler systems and in 1954 the company celebrated its millionth muffler. These soon had
integrated exhaust gas aftertreatment systems. Innovation remains an important topic: The
catalytic converter went into series production for the US market as early as 1974 — ten

years before it became mandatory in Germany.
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Eberspaecher's success on the international stage comes down to its technological
expertise and its instinct for growth markets. From the 1980s onwards, the company
expanded in Europe and overseas, developing new business areas: in 1999, the electrical
auxiliary heater from the subsidiary catem went into series production — making
Eberspaecher the world market leader. The experts also recognized the growing
importance of automotive electronics. They became active in this area in 2001.
Eberspaecher continued to forge ahead with new developments: High-voltage heaters for
electric vehicles went into series production in 2010, long before everyone was talking
about electromobility. In the same year, the automotive supplier took over a manufacturer
of bus air conditioners. In the following years, the Group of Companies positioned itself as
a full-service provider for thermal management as well as a solution provider for battery

management systems with further acquisitions.

Eberspaecher today: Innovation and sustainability

The company is shaping the automotive industry through its three Divisions: Purem by
Eberspaecher, Climate Control Systems, and Automotive Controls. A common goal
stands above all else: "We are striving for safe, comfortable and, above all, clean mobility
— to achieve this, we are working with an open-technology approach," explains Martin
Peters. Current examples include exhaust gas aftertreatment systems for current and
future emissions legislation, electric high-voltage heating systems with associated control
electronics for electric vehicles and thermal management systems with heat pumps and
climate-friendly refrigerants for electric buses. The Esslingen-based company is
conducting in-depth research into products and solutions for the mobility and industrial
sectors that utilize future technologies. This includes the use of hydrogen in both the fuel
cell and the hydrogen engine. In addition to hydrogen-based applications, developmental

work is also focusing on solutions for producing the energy source.

Given its history, Eberspaecher recognizes its responsibility to the environment and
society. Shaping a sustainable future is an integral part of the supplier's strategy: The
company will be COz-neutral by 2040. The interim goal is COz-neutral production by 2030.
In addition to purposefully reducing energy consumption, purchasing green electricity and

using photovoltaics in-house at many sites significantly contributes to this.

"To this day, the basis of our success is our employees — they are the ones who develop
new things and make existing ones even better with their inventive spirit and outstanding

commitment. In our anniversary year, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to
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them," says Managing Partner Martin Peters. "I am convinced that we have the right
products in our portfolio and that we play an important role in the automotive industry
thanks to our global network. We will continue to help shape this with innovations in the

future."

A short history of Eberspaecher

1865
On July 9, the day of his wedding, Jakob Eberspaecher founds his tinsmith business at
Webergasse 5 in Esslingen. 18 years later, revenue will exceed the 100,000 mark.

1900
The workshop is expanded into a factory. The 80 employees are now working with
electrically powered production equipment for the first time.

1913
The first foreign branch is founded in Vienna and the company expands: in 1914, the
current factory site in Esslingen is completed and Eberspaecher employs 250 people.

1931
Eberspaecher starts manufacturing automotive mufflers. Two years later, the first vehicle
heaters are developed.

1935
Construction of a second plant begins in Esslingen. One year earlier, Eberspaecher
employs 700 people, its largest workforce to date.

1947
Work on the exhaust gas turbocharger begins in Esslingen.

1953
Series production of pre-heaters begins during the economic upswing.

1954

By then, one million mufflers have rolled off the production line and the event is celebrated
in Esslingen. In the same year, the company decides to build an additional heater for VW
buses. Construction work begins on a third plant in the new Esslingen industrial area.

1965
One hundred years after the company was founded, revenue reaches 100 million marks.

1973
The company's first overseas branch is founded in Mississauga, Canada, as a sales office
for heaters.
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1974
Series production of catalytic converters begins.

1975

Eberspaecher sets new standards on the market: The "B1L" is the first vehicle heater that
can be integrated directly into the passenger compartment. Three years later, the
development of soot particle filters for passenger cars begins.

1980s and 1990s

In the 1980s and 1990s, Eberspaecher increasingly invested in international sites.
Production facilities are established in Sweden, France, Switzerland and North America.
Internationalization continues today.

1999
The electric additional heater from the subsidiary catem goes into series production.
Eberspaecher becomes the world market leader.

2001
The company enters the automotive electronics market.

2004
Eberspaecher positions itself as a 100% automotive supplier and divests itself of the glass
construction business.

2010
Eberspaecher enters the market for bus air conditioning and exhaust technology for
commercial vehicles.

2016

A production plant for exhaust-emission conversion systems is built in Romania. Another
one follows a year later in Portugal. Eberspaecher invests in technologies for battery
management systems with the Canadian company Vecture.

2018
Eberspaecher becomes a full-service provider for thermal management and takes over
the French company Kalori.

2020
is the year of the corona pandemic. Managing Partner Heinrich Baumann passes away
unexpectedly at the age of 54.

2021

The Exhaust Technology Division enters the market under the name Purem by
Eberspaecher and opens a new plant in Mexico. With the acquisition of Eberspaecher
Vairex, the Group is entering the market for hydrogen technology.

2025
Eberspaecher drives innovation forward in a targeted manner and enters into strategic
partnerships with Topsoe, Zeliox and Farasis, among others. The Group is active in over
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30 countries worldwide with around 10,700 employees.

Further information on the history of Eberspaecher can be found at
www.eberspaecher.com.

Images:

» Historical photos of the founder Jakob Eberspaecher, the factory on today's premises from
1914 and other images can be downloaded directly at Eberspaecher Media Service:
Images of the company

Global Media Contact:

Anja Kaufer

Vice President Corporate Communications
Eberspacher Group

Phone: +49 711 939-0250
press@eberspaecher.com
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About Eberspaecher:

With approximately 10,700 employees at 80 locations worldwide, the Eberspaecher Group is one of the
automotive industry’s leading system developers and suppliers. The family business, headquartered in
Esslingen am Neckar, stands for innovative solutions in exhaust technology, automotive electronics and
thermal management for a broad range of vehicle types. In combustion or hybrid engines and in e-mobility, the
components and systems from Eberspaecher ensure greater comfort, higher safety and a clean environment.
Eberspaecher is paving the way for future technologies such as mobile and stationary fuel cell applications,
synthetic fuels as well as the use of hydrogen as an energy carrier. In 2024, the Group generated revenue of
around 5.3 billion euros. Net revenue adjusted for transitory items amounted to 2.7 billion euros.
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